Grade 2 parent letter - continued


2nd grade letter color code = Cherry

[Note:  School secretary -  print this letter on school letterhead with appropriate dates and telephone number.  

Include teacher signature and name.]

(your school telephone number)

(Date)

Dear Parent or Guardian:

The Vacaville Unified School District has prepared a curriculum to help our children better understand AIDS.  The purpose of this letter is to inform you of this curriculum and allow you to decide whether or not you would like your child to receive this instruction.  This unit will be taught from (specific date) to (specific date), and we hope you child will share with you what he/she learns.

The curriculum has been developed in coordination with the recommendations from the United States Surgeon General, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Academy of Sciences, and many other school districts in California.  All of these recommendations were carefully reviewed by an advisory committee, which included parents, teachers, health care professionals and school administrators.  In summary, this curriculum has been carefully reviewed to assure that the information taught is 1) up to date, 2) accurate so far as our current knowledge allows, 3) not offensive in either its content or its manner of presentation, and 4) presented in the unit on “Communicable and Chronic Diseases.”

The goals for the second grade AIDS curriculum are:

1) Introduce the concepts of germs, diseases, and viruses.

2) Inform children about the AIDS disease.

3) Teach that AIDS is usually an adult disease.

4) Teach that AIDS is very hard to get and probably not the result of casual contact.

5) Discuss that personal hygiene (covering mouth when sneezing, washing hands after using the toilet, etc.) is important for prevention of all diseases.

We encourage you to allow your child to participate in this unit as part of our national effort to educate all Americans about this major health crisis.  If you have any questions about the materials to be taught, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher for more details.  You may preview the video “Thumbs Up For Kids:  AIDS Education” and have any of your questions answered by the instructor on __________________________. 

Education Code Sections 51930-51939 are available upon request.  Board Policy 6142.2, Family Life Education, and Board Policy 6142.1, AIDS Prevention Instruction, are also available upon request.

Should you elect not to have your child participate, an alternative learning experience will be provided during the class time devoted to teaching the AIDS unit.   Please return the form below by _____________________.

Sincerely,

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

GRADE 2 FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION

I give my permission _______   
 I do NOT give my permission _________ 


for my child, ______________________________, to participate in the “AIDS” unit.

_______________________________ (Parent/Guardian Signature)
Date: ________________

Daytime phone number: ______________________
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