Vacaville Unified School District

ELD  K-12 Theories of Action
January 12, 2009
Vocabulary development is essential for language acquisition.  

· Academic language needs to be taught across the curriculum. 

· Students need direct and indirect instruction with adequate practice opportunities.

· Academic success depends on learning to read well; learning to read well depends on rich language knowledge

 

· Development of verb tenses is an essential element of language proficiency (as indicated in the “Verb Wheel” by C. Williams).
Oral language competency is essential to reading and writing proficiency.
· Students need to engage in conversation to practice verb conjugations, gain fluency with language structures, and use vocabulary pertinent to the topic being discussed.
· Students need to know common phrases that facilitate conversation and understanding.

· Students need to practice oral language skills in a non-threatening environment with feedback from the teacher.

· Students need listening and speaking opportunities at comprehensible and challenging levels. 
Academic success occurs when teachers:
· Understand the need to provide a safe and supportive environment.

· Utilize students’ background knowledge.
· Recognize that instruction of cognates (or false cognates) can serve as a bridge between languages when appropriate.  

· Provide comprehensible input by using a variety of strategies (e.g., metacognitive, graphic organizers, contextual clues, GLAD, SDAIE, SIOP, ELD). 

· Acknowledge the importance of students’ primary language and heritage, including the benefits of bilingualism.   

· Provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their comprehension through a variety of verbal and nonverbal methods, allowing effective demonstration of actual knowledge.
· Use formative assessments to establish language objectives and plan instruction for language development and structured practice. (e.g Focused Approach) 

· Build relationships with the students’ families. 
· Understand the inherent challenges of learning English as a second language. 

· Acknowledge the differences between the American school system and the homeland school systems which the parents or students attended.
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